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Quick Start Guide 
Get up and running in 4 minutes (faster than you DAW boots up): 

1) Install → Run the .dmg file (MacOS) or the .exe file (Windows) and run the installer 
2) Allow some time for installation 
3) Add MIDI Files → Click "+Add Folder" and select your MIDI folder 
4) Start Browsing → Find files in MidiBro and drag them to the plugin! 
5) Optional: In your DAW, add "MidiBro Connector Plugin" to a MIDI track  

    Success Check: You should see "Connected" in both the app and plugin, and hear 
your MIDI files when you click play. 

What is MidiBro? 
MidiBro transforms how you work with MIDI files by giving you lightning-fast search and 
seamless DAW integration. No more digging through folders like an archaeologist searching 
for that one chord progression you made at 3am. 

Two Powerful Components 
     MidiBro App (Standalone) 
- Browse and organize thousands of MIDI files instantly 
- Preview files with internal synthesizer, Drumkit or with plugin connected to DAW 
- Generate variations, Multitracksplit or Drum Map your MIDI files 
- Browse by smart collections by key, tempo, or instrument/style tags 
- Rate your favorites 
- Drag and drop into your DAW 
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      MidiBro Connector Plugin (VST3 or AU) 
- Lightweight plugin for your DAW 
- Streams MIDI directly to your tracks 
- Stays in sync with your DAW's playback 

 

Installation 

System Requirements 
• macOS 14 or newer 
• Windows 10/11 
• 250 MB free disk space 
• 250 MB of RAM 
• Optional: DAW, VST3-compatible or AU (Logic) 

Installation Steps 
1) Run installer 
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Special on MacOS 14 (Sonoma): Right click “DMG” -> Open. Then right click on 
“Installer” -> Open to run the installer and follow the steps. 

2) Enter your password if prompted (needed to install plugins). 
3) Installation will take some minutes (due to many files for AI functionality). 
4) Wait for "Installation Complete" message. 
5) Launch MidiBro: 

Find MidiBro in your Applications folder.  
If MacOS asks for permissions, click "Allow" for: 
- Local network access (for plugin communication) 
- File access (to scan MIDI files) 
 

6) Verify Installation: 
App should open without errors 
Check that plugins are installed by searching them in your DAW 

 
7) Registration: In the Menu, choose Register MidiBro, then enter your serial. Unregistered 

MidiBro is fully functional but will remind you at startup and in intervals minutes to 
register. 

Your First Session 
Let's get you browsing MIDI files in under 3 minutes: 

Step 1: Add Your MIDI Files 

1) Click the "+Add Folder" button in the left panel 
2) Navigate to a folder containing MIDI files (.mid or .midi) 
3) Click "Choose" and wait for the scan to complete 
4) You'll see your files appear in the center panel 

Step 2: Start Playing 

1) Select any MIDI file from the list 
2) Click the ▶️ play button in MidiBro 
3) You should hear the MIDI file through the internal synthesizer. 

      Success! You're now ready to explore your MIDI library like never before. 
 

Step 3: Connect Your DAW with plugin 

1) Open your DAW (Bitwig, Ableton, etc.) 
2) Add an instrument to the track 
3) Insert/connect "MidiBro Connector Plugin" with your instrument track  
4) Look for "Connected" status in both app and plugin 
5) In right panel, switch to “Plugin with DAW” 
6) Click the ▶️ play button in MidiBro 
7) You should hear the MIDI file through the DAW. 

      Another milestone! Browse your MIDI files and preview with your favorite synth in 
DAW. 
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Using the MidiBro App 

Interface Overview 
MidiBro uses a clean three-panel layout designed for speed and efficiency: 

FOLDER & 

COLLECTIONS 
MIDI FILE LIST TABLE 

FILE PREVIEW 

VARIATIONS / MULTI / DRUMMAP 

PLUGIN / SYNTHs / DRUMS 

 

Browse folder & 
collections here 

Scroll through your files, play, sort or 
change octave 

Seek through thumbnail, play, 
reveal file, variations/split 
/drum mapping, switch 
plugin/synth/drumkit, synth 
presets 

Left Panel: Folders & Collections 

Folders 
• Browse your file system just like Finder (macOS) or Explorer (Windows) 
• Root folders (ones you added) have a special folder icon (play symbol) 
• Folders from external Volumes, e.g., USB-drives or NAS have more orange icon 
• Select any folder to see its MIDI files in the center panel 
• Double-click on folder to reload its contents 
• File counts show how many MIDI files are in each folder 
• Adding folders with many files may take some time until everything is scanned 
• Expanded folder state is saved 
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• Drag n drop folder to move up or down 
• MidiBro-Generations contain subfolders with generated variations 
• Managing Folders: 

- Add: Click "+Add Folder" to watch new locations 
- Remove: Select a root folder and click "-Remove Folder" 

• - Right click on Folder: 
- Scan this folder: “Quick Scan”, use when you've added/removed files 
- Reveal folder: Open folder in macOS Finder or Windows Explorer 
- Remove folder: remove top folder (only available for top/root folders) 
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Collections 
Collections are smart and automatically organize your files by distinct key words in file 
name, file path or MIDI file meta data. Think of them as Spotify playlists, but for MIDI nerds. 

GUI Collection Name What it shows 

 

All files Every MIDI file in your library 

Favorites Files you gave stars (  ) 

Recent Files you've played recently 

Slow BPM (60-100) 

Medium BPM (100-140) 

High BPM (140+) 

Files grouped by tempo/BPM 

Key C 

Key C# 

... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Files organized by musical key (C, 
C#, D, etc.) 

Arpeggios & Sequences 

Bass 

Chord 

Drum & Percussion 

Guitar 

Melody 

Pad 

Pluck & Stab 

Arps, Bass, Drums, Melody, Pads, etc.  

(The categories and search terms are 
configured in file ‘config.json’, which 
can be opened from menu “Misc”.) 

To multi-select collections, hold command key (macOS) or CRTL key (Windows) and click 
items. Only files matching all selected collections are listed (AND logic). When selection a 
collection by clicking and holding command key, multiple selections can be combined. Only 
files in selected collections, are listed: 
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Smart Collection Editor 
Access:  Menu → Collections → Edit Smart Collections or click the gear icon in the 
Collections tab. 

So you've decided to become a collection architect. The Smart Collection Editor lets you 
create custom filters that automatically group your MIDI files based on filename keywords 
or AI-powered content analysis. Think of it as teaching MidiBro what "bass" means to you. 

 

The Layout 

The editor splits into two panels: 

  - Left: Your collection list. Built-in collections (Bass, Drums, etc.) have locked AI settings: 
they've earned their tenure. 

  - Right: The editing form where the magic happens. 

 

Creating a Collection 

Hit +Add to spawn a fresh collection. Then configure: 

Field What it does 

Enabled Toggle visibility in the Collections tab. Disable it, don't delete it: 
commitment issues are fine here. 

Name Display name. Keep it short; real estate in the sidebar is 
precious. 

Char Icon One character that appears before the name. Get creative: $ for 
“commercial hooks”, ! for “bangers”, ? for "what even is this” 



 10 

AI Classification Card grid for content-based matching. Click types to toggle them 
on (orange = active). Select multiple for OR logic: any match 
counts. Click Off to disable AI matching entirely.   
Disabled for build-in-collections. 

Use Search Terms Matches keywords against filenames and detected instrument 
names. Does NOT search folder paths : we're not animals.  

Search Terms Type a keyword, hit Enter (or click Add). Terms appear as 
removable tags. The matching logic is OR : if any term matches, 
the file's in. Maximum 15 terms per collection, because at some 
point you're just describing every file. 

Pro tip: Be specific. "bass" will match "seabass_melody.mid" : 
probably not what you wanted. 

 

 AI Classification Types/Algorithms 

Type What it catches 

Bass Low-end patterns, basslines 

Drums Beats, percussion, rhythmic patterns 

Pad Sustained chords, atmospheres 

Plucks Short, percussive melodic hits 

Melody Lead lines, hooks, toplines 

Chord Lead lines, hooks, toplines 

Arp Arpeggiated patterns, sequences 

Off Ignore AI classification entirely 

 

Pro tips:  

Multi-select is powerful. Want all melodic content? Select Melody + Plucks + Arp. A file 
matches if it contains any selected type. 

Be specific with search terms. "bass" will match "seabass_melody.mid": probably not what 
you wanted. 

 

The Buttons 

 - Test: Preview how many files match your current settings. Runs against your entire 
library. Results don't lie. 

- Save: Commits your changes. Nothing is saved until you click this. 

- Close: If you made unsaved changes, MidiBro politely panics and asks if you meant to do 
that. Backup is restored if you bail without saving. 
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Collections update automatically when files are scanned or ratings change. Your custom 
collections follow the same rules: they just use your rules. 

What You Can't Do 

Edit or rename built-in collections (Key collections etc.) 

Center Panel: File Browser 
This is your main workspace - a table showing all your MIDI files with instant search. 

Title Function 

▶️ Play Click to preview the file (keyboard shortcut: space bar) 

Pattern Visual thumbnail (note pattern) of MIDI file 

  
Use this icon to drag the MIDI file into your DAW 

Name Filename (click to sort alphabetically) 

   Rating Your star rating (0-5 stars) (keyboard shortcut: 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5) 

Rate your MIDIs like you rate coffee shops – be honest, future - you will 
thank you. 

Key Musical key detected from the MIDI file (in brackets if key in file name differs) 

   Octave - +/- buttons to transpose playback (shortcut: cmd + or cmd + ) 

Tempo BPM extracted from file  

Time Sig Time signature (currently: always 4/4) 

Bars Length of the MIDI file  

Created File creation date 

Last Played Date when file was last played in MidiBro 

File path Storage location of file 

 

• Sort by any column - Click headers to sort 
• Resize columns - Drag column borders 
• Use Drag icon (6 dots) to drag files to your DAW or desktop 
• Hold CMD (macOS) or CTRL key (Windows) and click to select multiple files for: 

• Drag n drop 
• Rating with stars with 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

Search 
The search box is your secret weapon for finding files instantly. The search is looking in 
filename, MIDI file meta data and file path (when enabled). Find that perfect bass line faster 
than you can say 'side-chain compression'. 

Search bar sits at the top of the center panel. Just start typing. MidiBro's search is 
deceptively powerful. Type a word, get results. Type field prefixes and operators, feel like a 
hacker from a 90s movie. 
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Basic Search 

Just type. MidiBro searches across: 

- Filename 

- Instruments (extracted from the MIDI file's program changes and track names) 

- File path only if checkbox is enabled (to reduce noise) 

 

Multiple words use AND logic: all terms must match. `bass techno` finds files containing 
both "bass" AND "techno". 

 

Field-Specific Search 

Want precision? Use field prefixes: 

Prefix What it searches  Example 

filename Just the filename filename:loop 

key Musical key key:Am 

tempo BPM value tempo:120 

rating Star rating (1-5) rating:4 

duration Length in seconds duration:60 

 

Operators (For the nerds) 

Numeric fields support comparison operators: 

Prefix Meaning Example 

: or = Equals tempo:120 

> or >= Greater than or ‘greater or equal’ tempo:>140 

< or <=  Less than or ‘less or equal’ duration:<30 

 

Combo Moves 

Combine everything. Go wild: 

- `filename:bass tempo:>120` : Bass files over 120 BPM 

- `key:Am rating:>=3` : A minor files with 3+ stars 

- `chord duration:<60` : Short chord progressions 

- `drum tempo:>=140 tempo:<=160` : Drums in the 140-160 BPM sweet spot 
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Search Context (It's Smarter Than You Think) 

Your search automatically scopes to your current view: 

Folder selected: Searches only within that folder (and subfolders) 

Collection selected: Searches only files matching that collection 

Nothing selected: Searches entire library 

 

Toggles 

Search in Path: 

- Enable to also take file path into account 

Global Search: 
- Enable Global to search your entire library. Perfect when you remember a file but not its 
location 
- Searches your entire MIDI library 
- Find files no matter where they're stored 

Auto-Play: 

- Enable the “Auto-Play” checkbox 
- Play a file from central list 
- Choose a new file (by click or arrow keys ) 
- New files play automatically 

 

Performance Notes 

- Uses database full-text indexing : searches across 100K+ files feel instant 

- Results capped at 2000 to keep things snappy 

- Searches timeout after 5 seconds (if you hit this, your query is probably too broad) 

 

What Search Doesn't Do (Yet) 

- OR logic: No way to say "bass OR drum" in a single query. Select multiple collections 
instead. 

- Phrase matching: `"electric bass"` doesn't search as a phrase. It searches for "electric" AND 
"bass". 

- Wildcards: No `*` or `?` patterns. The search is already substring-based. 

 

Pro tip: The instruments search is magical. Type "piano" and find files with piano tracks 
even if "piano" isn't in the filename. MidiBro extracted that from the MIDI's program change 
events during scanning. 
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Right Panel: File Details & Preview 
When you select a file, the right panel shows file details and has some action buttons: 

 

File name 

Thumbnail / note pattern with icons: 

Zoom icon shows detail piano roll 

Drag n Drop 

Enable Drum Mapping 

Play/Stop button 
 

   MIDI Panic button 

File details  
 

Some details… 

 
   Rating – Click to rate 1-5 stars 
  

Click reveals file location 

 
Generations / Multitrack / Drum Map Ed. 
 

Key Shift.                 Enable Drum Mapping 

 
Audio Output, Toggle “Ableton Link” 
 

Plugin in DAW, Int. Synth, Sys. Synth, Drumkit 

 
Internal Synth: Presets (Bass, Piano etc.) 
System Synth: Auto assignment, Drums, Instr. 
 
Toggle “Sync to DAW” (if plugin enabled) 

 

Notes: 

- Thumbnail / note pattern: during playback click anywhere to jump to a position (seek 
function) 
- Seek function works also in detail piano roll 

- Toggle “Ableton Link”: Enables this protocol. Status shows connected plugins and Ableton Link 
devices 
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Detail Piano Roll 
When clicking on zoom icon in a note pattern (e.g. right panel), a detail piano roll window opens. 
It displays note values in more detail and offers some more functions: 

 

This window allows following actions: 

Button  
“GM Drum Instruments” 

Displays General MIDI Drum Instrument names in the left 
gutter. 

Buttons  
- and + 

Transpose all notes 12 semitones down or up (= 1 octave). 
Recommendation: Don’t use this in “Drum Compatibility Mode”. 

Button  
“Drag in DAW” 

Drag from this button to your DAW to get the original or 
modified file 

Button ? Help window opens with further explanations. 

Dragging of note layers Note layers can be dragged with mouse to another note, e.g. to 
move all notes from C2 to C1.  
Dragging works not for single notes.  Only vertical moving of 
notes is allowed. 
Recommendation: Don’t use this in “Drum Compatibility Mode”. 

 

In case you changed something and leave the window (e.g. ESC key or click outside), you are 
asked if you want to store the modified file. 
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DAW Integration 

Setting Up the Plugin 
1. Create a MIDI track 
2. Add your instrument (e.g., Operator, Wavetable) 
3. Add "MidiBro Connector Plugin" before the instrument (Bitwig) or let instrument 

track receive MIDI notes from plugin MIDI track (Ableton, Logic -> MIDI FX). 
4. Ensure the signal chain: MidiBro Connector Plugin → Instrument → Audio Out 
5. The plugin will route MIDI to your instrument 

 
Bitwig Ableton 
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Logic Reaper 

  

FL Studio 

 

Cubase 
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Using the Plugin 
Connection Status: 
- Green "Connected" = App and plugin are communicating     

 
- "Not connected"(or “Checking…”) = Check that MidiBro app is running    

  

Playing Files: 
- Select any file in MidiBro app 
- Click play in either the app or center panel 
- MIDI streams directly to your DAW track (with tempo from DAW) 
- Use your DAW's transport controls normally 

 

Synchronization with DAW: 
In MidiBro app, right panel, enable toggle “Sync to DAW”: The start of playback is 
synchronized with DAW: 

 

In Audio Settings Window (from menu) the quantization type can be configured as bar or 
beat. 

Internal Synth or System Synth with Ableton Link Synchronization 
MidiBro can connect to your DAW if it supports the synchronization protocol “Ableton 
Link”, e.g. Ableton Live, Logic Pro, Avid Pro Tools, Reason and Bitwig Studio. This is 
especially helpful if you cannot use the MidiBro Connector plugin. If your DAW works fine 
with the plugin, you should use it and not use Ableton Link. 
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When Link is enabled, MidiBro’s Internal Synth or System Synth tempo follows your DAW. If 
a file is already playing, allow a few seconds for the progress bar to re-align. 

The status of a connection and the number of connected devices is displayed in the status 
bar:  

In the right panel, the value at “Tempo” is written in green with suffix “(Link)”:  

 

If you change the tempo in your DAW, the tempo in MidiBro is updated. In case a file is 
currently playing, allow some seconds that progress bar catches up (it was a pain to 
implement this ;). 

In case of connection issues restart MidiBro, your DAW or disable any firewall that might 
block network traffic. 

If MidiBro is connected via plugin to DAW, Ableton Link synchronization is not needed 
(therefore no toggle available). 

System Synth (NEW) 
Turns out your operating system came with a free General MIDI synthesizer. Who knew? 
System Synth taps into Apple's built-in MIDISynth (macOS) or Microsoft's GS Wavetable 
Synth (Windows) to play your MIDI files without loading a single plugin. 

In section “Audio Output” click on button “System Synth”: 

 

When to Use It 
- Auditioning files quickly - No DAW, no plugin, no problem 

- Audition multi-track files, e.g. full songs – instruments will be automatically assigned. 

- Nostalgia - Experience that authentic "Windows 98 MIDI karaoke" sound (Windows users, 
you know what I'm talking about) 

  



 20 

Instrument Selection 
Click the instrument dropdown to choose how notes get voiced: 

Mode What Happens 

Auto assignment MidiBro guesses the instrument from the filename. 
"funk_bass_loop.mid" → Bass. "ambient_pad_v3.mid" → 

Synth Pad. "kjhsdf.mid" → Piano (we tried). 

Drums Leaves channel 10 alone to do its percussion thing. No 
program changes sent. 

Specific instrument Pick from all 128 GM sounds, organized by category. Yes, 
including "Gunshot" and "Helicopter." No, we don't know 
why those exist either. 

 

The 128 GM Instruments 
Organized into 16 categories: Piano, Chromatic Percussion, Organ, Guitar, Bass, Strings, 
Ensemble, Brass, Reed, Pipe, Synth Lead, Synth Pad, Synth FX, Ethnic, Percussive, and Sound 
Effects. 

Will it sound like your $500 Kontakt library? No.  
Will it tell you if that bassline slaps? Absolutely. 

 

Platform Notes 
- macOS: Uses Apple's MIDISynth AudioUnit. Surprisingly decent. Think GarageBand-lite. 

- Windows: Routes to Microsoft GS Wavetable. It's... functional. Very 1998. But hey, it works 
offline. 

Pro Tip 
System Synth is for previewing, not producing. Use it to quickly browse your library, then 
switch to Plugin mode when you find the file you want to actually use in your track. 
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Key Shift 
Ever grabbed a killer bassline only to discover it's in F# minor while your track is proudly 
sitting in A major? Key Shift is here to save your session (and your sanity). 

 

How It Works 
Click the Key Shift button in the right panel to open the overlay. Select your target key (C 
through B) and scale type, and MidiBro will transpose all MIDI notes to fit. Magic? Nope, just 
math. But it feels like magic. 

Pick Your Scale 
The Classics: 

- Major - Happy vibes, pop anthems, that EDM drop 

- Minor - Sad bangers, emotional breakdowns, film scores 

 

The Modes (for when you want to sound fancy): 

- Dorian - Minor with attitude. Jazz cats and neo-soul producers live here. 

- Phrygian - Instant flamenco/metal darkness. Use responsibly. 

- Lydian - Dreamy, floaty, "I just discovered synthesis" energy 

- Mixolydian - Blues rock's best friend. Dominant 7th heaven. 

- Locrian - Chaotic evil. You'll know when you need it (probably never). 

 

The Minors That Try Harder: 

- Harm. Minor - Classical drama, that raised 7th spice 

- Mel. Minor - Jazz fusion territory. Smooth criminals only. 
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Foreign Notes - What Happens to the Outcasts? 

Notes outside your selected scale are "foreign notes." You decide their fate: 

Mode What It Does Best For 

Filter Deletes them. Gone. Vanished. Clean, in-key results. 
Percussive or simple 
melodies. 

Keep Leaves everything untouched Previewing without 
changes, chromatic 
passages 

Constrain Snaps them to the nearest scale 
note 

Preserving rhythm while 
fixing pitch. Most musical 
results. 

 

Pro Tips 
- Constrain is usually your best bet - it keeps the groove while fixing the notes 

- Filter can create cool rhythmic gaps (or destroy your melody - experiment!) 

- The right panel shows original key → target key (e.g., "C min --> G Maj") 

- Works on playback AND drag-export, so your DAW gets the corrected MIDI 

The OFF Button 
Top-left of the overlay. Click it when you realize the original key was fine all along.  
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Generate Variations 
MidiBro has a powerful set of algorithms to generate note variations from your MIDI file. 

 

Overview and Usage 
Top right corner: Button “?” opens a window that explains the algorithms. 

On the top left you see the original file (file details, note pattern etc.) 

Below you find algorithms to be applied and the amount of variations per algorithm. 

Click on button “GENERATE!” to generate variations. 

In the right panel you find note cards with variations. 

- Zoom icon: open detail piano roll 
- Drag icon: drag variation into DAW 
- Play: play note variation 
- Split icon: split multitrack file (enable if multitrack file) 
- Button “Recycle”: Copy variation to left panel “Original file” and to re-use it for new 

iteration of generations. The chosen note cards then gets a badge “Source”. 
- Button “Save”: Store note variation in folder “MidiBro-Generations” 
- Checkbox: select note variation for bulk save in folder “MidiBro-Generations” or for 

“Drag Selected” 

At the bottom: 

- Close: closes this window (or use ESC key) 
- Select All: Selects all generated note cards 
- Save Selected: Saves all selected note cards as MIDI files in folder “MidiBro-

Generations” 
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- Drag Selected: Click and drag selected note variations as MIDI files into your DAW or 
another storage location (Explorer or Finder) 

 

The Algorithms 
Name Explanation 

Extract Bass from Chords Generates bass lines from chord progressions 

Best for: MIDI files with chord progressions (minimum 2-
note chords) 

Not suitable for: Single-note melodies, drum tracks 

Melody Variation (Markov) Creates intelligent melodic/harmonic variations 

Best for: Melodic MIDI files, chord progressions, mixed 
content 

Not recommended for: Drum patterns 

Melody Variation (Y) Statistical pattern-based variations 

Best for: Monophonic melodies, bass lines, arpeggiated 
patterns 

Good for: Simple sequential chords 

Not recommended for: Complex polyphony, dense 
simultaneous chords 

Shuffle Chords, Melodies or 
Drums 

Intelligently detects and rearranges musical content 

Best for: Chord progressions, drum patterns, structured 
melodies 

Automatically detects track type and applies appropriate 
shuffling strategy 

Shrink/Expand Contract or Stretch notes by given factor from drop down 

Suitable for: All types of MIDI files 

Swing & Humanize Adds groove and natural timing variations 

Suitable for: All types of MIDI files, especially rhythmic 
content 

AI: Melody Variation (basic) Uses AI to continue melodic patterns 

Best for: Simple melodies, monophonic lines 

Uses Magenta's basic_rnn model 

AI: Melody Variation  

(from Chords) 

Generates melodies based on chord progressions 

Best for: Files with chord progressions 

Uses Magenta's chord_pitches_improv model 
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AI: Generate 
Piano/Bass/Drums 

Creates a trio arrangement piano, bass, and drum (=3 
tracks in one MIDI file) based on provided notes 

Uses Magenta's trio_4bar model 

   “AI Creativity” Slider Apply “temperature” for AI creativity. Low values provide 
subtle variations - high values generate maximum 
creativity and chaos. 

 

Notes: 

All algorithms and AI-based models run locally on your computer. While non-AI algorithms 
(e.g. Markov) are quickly generated, the AI-models (neural networks) need more time for 
calculation, depending how powerful/fast your computer is.  

Generated variations deliver not always good results: 

- All models have limits – don’t expect any miracles (    >        ) 
- Use variations as source of inspiration 
- If variations are not useful: quickly generate new ones or use other MIDI input file 

MultiTrack Split 
Access: Right Panel → "Split" button, or click the split icon in any thumbnail gutter 
(Variations Modal, Piano Roll, etc.) 

Got a MIDI file with 16 channels download from a shady location? MultiTrack Split is your 
extraction tool. It takes that chaotic multi-channel and -track file and separates it into neat, 
individual MIDI files: one per channel. Drag only what you need to your DAW. In the 
following the distinct notes from channels and tracks are called “channels”. 

The Layout 
The window is split (appropriately) into two panels: 

• Left Panel: Original file thumbnail, metadata, and the Channel Mixer 
• Right Panel: Grid of channel cards : one card per MIDI channel/track found 
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Left Panel: The Control Room 
Original File Preview: 

- Thumbnail showing all notes combined 

- File name, duration, tempo 

- Click the play button to hear the full original 

 

Channel Mixer: This is where you decide who gets heard: 

• M (Mute): Silences that channel during playback 
• S (Solo): Only this channel plays (mutes everything else) 
• (Un)Mute All: Quick way to silence everything / unmute 
• Dropdown to select instrument per channel (visible if Audio Output is “System Synth”). 

Instruments can only selected for different channels (MIDI limitation).  

 

Solo logic works like a proper mixer: if any channel is soloed, only soloed channels play. Muted 
channels stay muted even if something else is soloed. 

 

Right Panel: The Channel Grid 
Each channel gets its own card showing: 

- Channel number and instrument : "Ch 1: Acoustic Piano" 

- Note range : "C2 - C5" (so you know if it's bass, lead, or somewhere in between) 

- Thumbnail : Visual piano roll preview of that channel's notes 

- Checkbox : Select channels for batch export 

 

Card Actions: 

- Click the checkbox: Toggle selection for export 

- Click play button : Preview just that channel 

- Zoom icon : Open in Piano Roll for detailed editing 

- Variations icon : Generate AI variations from this channel alone 

 

Exporting Channels 

1. Select channels using checkboxes (or click "Select All") 

2. Drag the "Drag Selected" button to your DAW 

Each selected channel exports as a separate MIDI file. The files are named sensibly: 
`OriginalName_Ch1_Piano.mid`, `OriginalName_Ch2_Bass.mid`, etc. 

Pro tip: You can also drag individual channel cards directly to your DAW. No selection needed. 

 

The Gutter Icon 
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You'll find the split icon (looks like branching lines) in thumbnail gutters throughout MidiBro: 

- Right Panel thumbnail: Split the currently selected file 

- Variations Modal: Split a generated variation 

- Piano Roll: Split the file you're viewing 

 

One click opens the MultiTrack Splitter for that file. Fast access, no menu diving. 

 

What Gets Extracted 
MidiBro extracts by MIDI channel (1-16) and by track. This is usually what you want: most 
DAWs and instruments organized by channel. Each extracted file contains: 

- All notes from that channel 

- Program change events for that channel 

- Control changes (CC) for that channel 

- Global events (tempo, time signature): copied to all files 

 

When To Use This 
- Layered patches: Producer gave you a pad + arp combo : split and use just the pad 

- Full arrangements: Extract the bass line without the drums 

- Stems from collaborators: Someone sends you a "final mix" MIDI : split it into usable parts 

- Cleaning house: That GM orchestra file with 16 channels? Grab channel 3 (the strings) and 
ignore the rest 

 

Fun fact: Channel 10 is traditionally reserved for drums in General MIDI. So if you're looking for 
the beat, start there. 
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Drum Mapping 
Access:  Menu → File → Drum Map Editor, or click "Drum Map" button in the Right Panel (when 

a file is selected). 

Your drum samples don't speak General MIDI? Your DAW's drum rack uses C1 for kick while the 
MIDI file insists on C3? Welcome to Drum Mapping : the universal translator for percussion that 
refuses to cooperate. 

The Problem It Solves 
Different drum plugins, sample libraries, and DAWs map drums to different MIDI notes. A kick 
drum might be C1 in Addictive Drums, C3 in Battery, and B0 in your vintage Roland. Drum 
Mapping lets you create translation tables so your MIDI files play the right sounds in the right 
places. 

 

The Modal Window 
The Drum Map Editor uses a split layout: 

Section Purpose 

Left Panel List of saved mapping files (.csv). Create new, load, delete 

Thumbnails Piano roll previews showing "before" (source) and "after" (target). 

Mapping Table The actual note translations. Each row: Source Note → Target Note. 

 

 

The Mapping Table 
Each row represents one note translation: 

Column What it is 

Status Traffic light indicator. Green = mapped, Yellow = duplicate target, Red 
= unmapped. Click to preview the note. 

Source Note The note in your MIDI file (e.g., C3). 
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Source Name What you call it (e.g., "Kick_AD2"),  

Target Note Where it should go (e.g., C1). Set to "---" to mute the note entirely. 

Target Name The destination instrument name (e.g., "BassDrum_GM"), optional text 
field. 

Events Sequence-like display of notes (view only) 

Drag Drag n drop the notes of this column to your DAW, e.g., to extract the 
hihats. 

Del Click on “X” to delete the row. 

Comment Text field for your notes. 

 

Pro tip: Click the traffic light to hear the note. Faster than guessing. 

 

Options & Checkboxes 
Toggle What it does 

Hide unused notes Only display rows that contain notes from your current MIDI file. 

Source: Only GM Notes Only display notes in source column in the GM Drum range (35-81). 
Filters out the noise. 

Source: Only GM Notes Only display notes in target column in the GM Drum range (35-81).  

Auto-Shift Octaves Treat C1, C2, C3 as the same note. Useful when source files are 
inconsistent about octaves. 

 

Thumbnail Previews 
The modal shows two piano roll thumbnails: 

- Source: Original MIDI file, unmapped 

- Target: After applying your mapping 

Watch the notes shift as you edit. Instant visual feedback. 

 

Creating a Mapping 
1. Click +New to create a fresh mapping: Choose from presets of famous drum plugins, e.g. XO or 
create a mapping based on your loaded file. 

2. The table auto-populates. 

3. For each row, set the Target Note dropdown to remap 

4. Click Save 

Mappings are stored as CSV files in `~/Library/MidiBro/DrumMappings/` (macOS). Share them 
with friends. Or enemies who also struggle with MIDI drums. 
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The Toggle (Main Window) 
Once you've created a mapping, you'll find a "Use Drum Mapping" checkbox in the Right Panel. 
Turn it on to: 

- Apply the active mapping during playback 

- Export drag-and-drop MIDI with notes already translated 

- See mapped thumbnails in the file browser 

The status bar shows the active mapping file name when enabled. 

 

The Gutter Icon 
In the thumbnail area (both in the main table and the modal), look for the drum icon in the 
button gutter. Click it to toggle drum mapping on/off for that view. White = active, grey = off. 
When active, the icon is pulsating. Furthermore, the button of “Drum Map Editor” gets orange to 
indicate that drum mapping is active: 

 

What Happens Under the Hood 

When drum mapping is enabled: 

1. Original MIDI stays untouched on disk 

2. Playback translates notes in real-time 

3. Drag-to-DAW exports the *mapped* version 

4. Thumbnails render the mapped note positions 

 

Turn it off, and everything reverts to the original. Non-destructive, always. 

 

Drum Mapping is stored per-session. The active mapping file persists across restarts, but the 
on/off toggle resets. Because sometimes you just want to hear the chaos. 

Menu “Advanced” 
Entry name Function and Purpose 

Smart Collection Editor Opens the window for Smart Collection Editor 

Clear Collection ‘Recent’ Clears the history of played MIDI files. 

Quick Scan Re-scans all folders and updates files/folders. 
Faster than Full Scan. 

Full Scan Re-scans all folders deeply, generates a list of 
corrupt MIDI files. Generates a list of corrupt MIDI 
files and stores them in download folder. Takes 
time. 

Folder background scan If enabled, all folders are once scanned (per app 
start) and updated in the background. 
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Show subfolder counts If enabled, left panel folder view displays numbers 
of files in subfolders. Disable if you have many files 
to save performance during browsing folders. 

Clear and Rebuild Thumbnail 
Cache 

Trouble with display of note patterns (thumbnails): 
execute this entry. 

Shrink database Execute when you have orphaned folders/files, 
database file gets too big. It also re-indexes data – 
may speed up performance with large data sets. 

Open log file app Opens log file of MidiBro application with standard 
application associated with .txt files. 

Open log file plugin Opens log file of MidiBro plugin with standard 
application associated with .txt files. 

Open configuration file Opens configuration file (config.json) with standard 
application associated with .json. This file contains 
some settings and also the configuration of the 
synth presets and the collections. 

Reveal folder w/ logfiles, db … Opens the folder with configuration, cache and 
database files 

Enable/disable debug logging In case of issues or reproducing them, enable debug 
logging which generates more information for 
troubleshooting. 

Generate diagnostic log file Creates a zip file in Downloads folder with logfiles, 
database files and a brief system description.  

Register MidiBro Registration window to enter your serial. 

Audio Settings Control & check settings for Audio, for Ableton Link 
and playback start of Plugin in DAW. 
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Common Workflows 

Workflow 1: Finding the Perfect Chord 
1) Click "Chord" in Collections (left panel) 
2) Use search to narrow down and choose a collection with a key, e.g., “Key A” by 

holding command key plus mouse click 
3) Preview files using the play button 
4) Rate favorites with stars 
5) Drag the chord to your plugin 

Workflow 2: Building a Track by Key 
1) Start with "Key C" collection (or your preferred key) 
2) Search for "chord" to find chord progressions 

or hold CMD key (macOS) or CTRL key (Windows) plus mouse click on collection 
“Chord”. 

3) Rate and organize your choices 
4) Search for "bass" in the same key 
5) Continue building your arrangement 

Workflow 3: Tempo-Based Discovery 
1) Click "Medium BPM (100-140)" for house/techno 
2) Or "High BPM (140+)" for drum & bass/dubstep 
3) Preview files quickly to find the right groove 
4) Use octave +/- to test different pitch ranges 

Workflow 4: Organizing New Files 
1) Add new folders with "+Add Folder" 
2) Let MidiBro scan and analyze the files 
3) Rate interesting files immediately 
4) Use "Recent" collection to review what you've played 
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Troubleshooting 

Connection Issues 
Problem: Plugin shows "Disconnected" 
Try: 
- Ensure MidiBro app is running 
- Restart both app and DAW 
- Check that plugin is properly loaded in DAW 
- Wait some seconds – MidiBro and Plugin will autoconnect (see statusbar) 

Problem: No sound when playing files 
Try: 
- Verify plugin is connected to an instrument 
- Check DAW's MIDI routing 
- Ensure instrument track is not muted 
- Test with a simple instrument first 

Performance Issues 
Problem: App feels slow with large libraries. If MidiBro feels slow, grab a coffee – large 
libraries need a moment to shine. 
Try: 
- Consider organizing files into smaller subfolders 

Problem: Files not appearing after adding folder 
Try: 
- Run "Quick Scan" from folder view > right click  
- Check that files have .mid or .midi extensions 
- Verify folder permissions 

File Management 
Problem: Files moved/deleted but still appear in MidiBro 
Try: Menu → Misc → "Full Scan" to refresh the database 

Problem: Can't find a file you know exists 
Try: 
- Use Global search instead of local 
- Check if you're in the right folder/collection 
- Verify the file wasn't accidentally moved 

Wrong Notes played 
Problem: The notes sound somewhat strange. 

Try: Disable Key Shift and disable Drum Mapping. 

Tips & Best Practices 

Organization Strategies 
• Use descriptive filenames - Include key, tempo, and instrument type 
• Rate everything - Star system helps you find gems later 
• Organize by project - Create folder structures that match your workflow 
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Search Mastery 
• Start broad, then narrow - Use collections first, then search within them 
• Combine criteria - Search "Am bass" to find specific elements 

• Use Global search - When you remember a file but not its location 
• Clear search often – use collection “All Files” to see full collections 

Workflow Optimization 
• Preview before dragging - Save time by listening first 
• Use octave controls - Test melodies in different ranges to match instrument range 
• Keep app open - MidiBro is designed to stay running during sessions 

Technical Reference 

File Support 
• Formats: .mid, .midi (case insensitive) 
• Metadata Extraction: Key, tempo, time signature, duration, track count 
• Analysis: filename and path, note pattern visualization 

Performance Specs 
• Search Speed: <100ms response time (depending on library size and hardware) 
• File Capacity: Tested with 10,000+ files 
• Memory Usage: <300MB with large libraries 
• UI Performance: 60 FPS scrolling and interactions 

Data Storage Paths 
What MacOS 

~/Library/MidiBro/… 

Windows 

%APPDATA%\MidiBro 

Database   db/MidiBro_Library.db   db/MidiBro_Library.db 

Thumbnails   thumbnails/   thumbnails/ 

Logs   logs/   logs/ 

Configuration   config.json   config.json 

Generated variations ~/Music/MidiBro-Generations/ %USERPROFILE%\Music\MidiBro-
Generations\ 

 

Plugin Compatibility 
• Works with DAWs: Bitwig Studio, Ableton Live, Cubase, Studio One, Logic, Reaper, FL 

Studio. Does not work with: Garage Band, Reactor 
• Format Support: VST3, AU 
• Communication: File-based interprocess communication (IPC) with automatic 

reconnection 
• Latency: Real-time MIDI streaming 
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Supported DAWs 
    Fully tested (VST3): Bitwig Studio, Ableton Live 
    Fully tested (AU): Logic  

    Should Work: 
- Other DAWs supporting VST3 

- Limitation: Ableton does not accept pure MIDI AU plugins. Plugin wrappers for VST3 will 
probably not work since communication between app and plugin is not forwarded. 

 

Security & Privacy 
All analysis and AI models run locally; no cloud uploads. 

Keyboard Shortcuts 
MidiBro offers a comprehensive set of keyboard shortcuts designed for fast, mouse-free 
navigation and editing. Most shortcuts work globally, while others are specific to certain 
panels or modals. 

Shortcuts 
Shortcut Action 

⌘, Open Audio Settings 

F10 MIDI Panic – instantly stops all playback 

⌘F Focus the search bar 

Esc Clear search / cancel current action 

Space Play / stop current file 

A Switch to Plugin (DAW) audio output 

S Switch to Internal Synth audio output 

D Switch to System Synth audio output 

F Switch to Drumkit audio output 

→ / ← Jump forward / backward 10% during playback 

Tip: All shortcuts use ⌘ (CMD) on macOS and Ctrl on Windows. 

Search Results Table (in the middle) 
Where Shortcut Action 

Left Panel: Folders ↑ / ↓ Navigate folders 

 → / ← Expand / collapse folder 

 Return Select current folder 

Left Panel: Collections ↑ / ↓ Navigate collections 

 Return Select current collection 
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Center Panel:  Space Play / stop selected file 

Search Results Table 0 – 5 Set star rating (0 removes rating) 

 ⌘↑ / ⌘↓ Increase / decrease octave (±4 limit) 

Center Panel: Return Execute search 

Search Bar Esc Clear search text 

Zoomed  Esc Close piano roll 

Piano Roll Space Toggle playback 

 → / ← Jump forward / backward 10% 

 ↑ / ↓ Load previous / next file 

 A / S / D Switch audio output mode 

MIDI Generation  Esc Close modal 

Window Space Play / stop original file 

 → / ← Jump forward / backward 10% 

 A / S / D Switch audio output mode 

 

Need Help? 
Can't find what you're looking for? 
- Check the Collections panel for smart organization 
- Try Global search with broader terms 
- Use Menu → Misc → "Full Scan" to refresh your library (grab a coffee and let it run) 

Still having issues? 
- Check system requirements 
- Verify DAW compatibility 
- Restart DAW and MidiBro app if MidiBro plugin behaves strange 
- Review plugin routing in your DAW 
- Use local MIDI folders instead of (slow) external volumes 
- Contact me: ivo@midibro.de 

 

© ivoschi, 30 DEC 2025 

Built with JUCE Framework 

Integration of Ableton Link 

Integration of Google Magenta 

VST is a trademark of Steinberg Media Technologies GmbH 
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